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The first surviving Greek manuscript witness to the pericope is

the Latin/Greek diglot Codex Bezae of the fifth century.
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" This verse and the first eleven verses of the following

chapter are wanting in several MSS . "
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Western church and which was subsequently incorporated

into various manuscripts at various places. Most copyists
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And it 1s now considered established that this passage was
present in its canonical place in a minority of Greek manuscripts
known in Alexandria from the 4th Century onwards. In support
of this it is noted that the 4th century Codex Vaticanus, which
was written in Egypt, marks the end of John chapter 7 with an
"umlaut", indicating that an alternative reading was known at

this point.
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Samuel P. Tregelles, An Account of " the Printed Text of
the Greek New Testament (London, 1854), pages 236-
243"
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"Origen and Chrysostom show in their Commentaries, that they
were not aware of its existence. It has been indeed objected that
nothing is proved by Origen's silence; because he often passes
by portions of St. John's Gospel, and he had no occasion to
mention this narrative: but, in reading his Commentary on this
part of the Gospel, it is difficult (if not impossible) to imagine
that he knew of anything between vii. 52 and viii. 12: for he
cites and comments on every verse from vii. 40 to 52, and then

at once continues from viii. 12 in the same manner"
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Papias (circa 125 CE) refers to a story of Jesus and a woman
"accused of many sins" as being found in the Gospel of the
Hebrews, which may well refer to this passage; while there is a
certain reference to the pericope adulterae in the 3rd Century
Syriac Didascalia Apostolorum; though without any indication

as to which Gospel, if any, then contained the story.
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Samuel P. Tregelles, An Account of " the Printed Text of
the Greek New Testament (London, 1854), pages 236-
243:

The Vulgate resolves itself into the testimony of Jerome, who
mentions that copies existed of both kinds,--those which

contained it and those which did not
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No Greek Church Father prior to Euthymius Zigabenus (twelfth
century) comments on the passage, and Euthymius declares that

the accurate copies of the Gospels do not contain it.
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Until recently, it was not thought that any Greek Church Father
had taken note of the passage before the 12th Century; but in
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1941 a large collection of the writings of Didymus the Blind

(c313- 398) was discovered in Egypt, including a reference to

the pericope adulterae as being found in "several gospels";
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e Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed the
Bible and Why
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